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ART Year 6 Illusions 

What should I already know? 

Children should have an understanding artists 
producing artwork to give different effects.  

Children should have basic skills of sketching 
and using equipment such as rulers correctly.  

Children should have heard of some famous 
artist that are mentioned in this unit. 

What will I know by the end of this unit? 

To know that artists use illusions to create certain effects. 
To know what perspective is and how this can used by artists.  
To use vanishing points, horizon lines and construction lines to 

help create perspective in my own artwork. 
To know what foreshortening is and learn how to use it in my own 

artwork. 
To understand what photorealism is and how it can be used in art. 
To know what optical art is and crate my own.  
To look at other techniques used by artists to trick their viewers.  
To discuss my artwork with others and say that I think about it. 

Diagrams 

 

Artists 

 

Art skills/techniques 

• To create sketch books to record their observations. 

• To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing with a range of 
materials. 

• To learn about great artists in history who made illusions. 

Vocabulary: 

Illusion When a person is tricked and therefore, 
makes a wrong interpretation of 
something. 

Perspective Art that represents 3-D objects with the 
right height, width, depth and position on 
a 2-D surface. 

Vanishing Point The where a set of straight lines meet to 
help make a perspective clear. 

Horizon Line The line in the far distance where the sky 
appears to meet the land/sea. 

Construction 
Line 

Faint lines drawn to guide and help an 
artist create the correct perspective. 

Depth The distance from the top to the bottom 
of something. 

Foreshortening  Making something look closer than it 
really is. 

Trompe I’oeil A technique which means ‘to deceive the 
eye’. When an artist uses clever 
techniques to make a painting look a 
particular way. 

Photorealism A type of art that focuses on a 
photograph which is then reproduced 
using different art mediums, 

Optical  An illusion that causes tricks on the 
viewer’s eyes. 

Cultural Capital - (including focused text / WOW moment / visitors / trips / 

fieldwork) 

Share finished pieces of artwork with the school, along with 
posting photos of the art onto our social media and website. 


